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SUMMARY: DE BOISGELIN, FONOFF, CONSIDERS ITALIANS CAN CONTRIBUTE 
20PC TO SPACELAB AND 3-4PC TO L3S, BUT IS NOT SURE OF OUTCOME. IN 
EVENT ITALIANS DO NOT CONTRIBUTE EXPECTED AMOUNTS, HE ANTICIPATES 
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OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRIES WILL SEEK TO MAKE UP DIFFERENCE. AS 
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REPORTED REFTEL A, FRANCE WILL SIGN GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT 
AGREEMENT BUT DATE UNCERTAIN. END SUMMARY. 

1. MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY DE BOISGELIN, RESPONSIBLE 

FOR SPACE AFFAIRS IN FONOFF, PROVIDED SCICON, AUGUST 8, 1973, WITH 
FOLLOWING FRENCH VIEWS REGARDING CURRENT SPACE COOPERATION: HE 
FIRST SAID THAT MINISTER HANION OF BELGIUM DESERVES TREMENDOUS CREDIT 
FOR THE SUCCESSFUL ROLE HE PLAYED IN BRINGING THE VARIED EUROPEAN 
VIEWPOINTS TOGETHER, AND ADDED THAT MINISTER CHARBONNEL HAD CONTRI- 
BUTED SEVERAL IDEAS. 

2. THE PRINCIPLAL PROBLEM IS THE UNCERTAINTY OF THE ITALIAN CONTRI- 
BUTION WHICH INITIALLY PROPOSED 20PC FOR SPACE!. AB AND NOTHING FOR 
THE L3S. THE FRENCH CONSIDER THAT THE ITALIANS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE 

3 OR 4PC TO THE LATTER PROJECT: DE BOISGELIN WENT ON TO SAY THAT, 

BY HIS ESTIMATES, THE COMBINATION OF A 20PC CONTRIBUTION TO SPACELAB 
AND A 3 TO 4PC CONTRIBUTION TO L3S WOULD REPRESENT APPROXIMATELY THE 
SAME TOTAL AS IF THE ITALIANS WERE TO CONTRIBUTE THEIR NORMAL 13-14PC 
TO EACH PROGRAM. HENCE THE REQUESTS ARE REASONABLE. HOWEVER, THE 
ITALIAN MINISTRY OF FINANCE MAY DECIDE THAT THE SPACE PROGRAMS EN- 
VISAGED ARE BEYOND THE POSSIBILITIES OF THE ITALIAN BUDGET. THEREFORE, 

MATTERS WILL REMAIN UNSETTLED UNTIL MID-SEPTEMBER. IN RESPONSE TO 
SCICON QUESTIONS, DE BOISGELIN SAID THAT IN THE EVENT THAT ITALIAN 
CONTRIBUTIONS WERE NOT AVAILABLE, THERE WOULD HAVE TO BE A FUND- 
COLLECTING AMONG THE OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. HE THOUGHT THE U.K. 
WOULD LIKELY NOT CONTRIBUTE TO SUCH A REQUEST. 

3. DE BOISGELIN SAID THAT A NEW PATTERN OF EUROPEAN SPACE COOPERATION 
IS BEING TESTED WHERE A COUNTRY COULD LEAD A PROJECT WHICH IT PREFERS 
WHILE GETTING HELP OF THE OTHER EUROPEAN NATIONS. THIS IS IN CONTRAST 

TO THE PAST PARTICIPATIONS BASED ON GNP. THE NEW APPROACH IS NOT 
GOOD FOR EUROPEAN SOLIDARITY, BUT HAS THE ADVANTAGE OF INCREASING 
THE RESPONSIBILITY (AND CONTROL) BY ONE NATION FOR A GIVEN PROJECT. 

IT WILL TAKE FIVE OR SIX YEARS TO PROVE THE VALUE OF THIS APPROACH. 

4. DE BOISGELIN SAID THAT HE WILL SIGN THE ESRO-EUROPEAN CONTRY 
AGREEMENT ON AUGUST 10. THIS WILL PROVIDE THE AUTHROITY TO ESRO TO 
SIGN THE MOU WITH NASE WHICH HE UNDERSTANDS WILL MORE LIKELY ONLY BE 
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INITIALED. HE SAID THE ESRO-EUROPEAN AGREEMENT WILL BE CONDITIONAL 
UPON SATIFACTORY FINANCING BY MID-SEPTEMBER FOR THE SPACELAB, THE 
L3S, AND THE MAROTS. 

5. WITH REGARD TO THE GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT AGREEMENT, DE 
BOISGELIN SAID THAT FRANCE WILL DEFINTELY SIGN, BUT THAT HE IS NOT 
CERTAIN, FOR BUREAUCRATIC REASONS, WHETHER HE CAN SECURE THE AUTHORIZA- 
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TIONS FROM THE PERTINENT MINISTERS NOW ON VACATION SO THAT HE CAN 
SIGN FOR FRANCE ON AUGUST 14. HE SAID THAT NO POLITICAL 
QUESTIONS ARE INVOLVED. THE SAME RESERVATIONS AS ABOVE REGARDING 
FINANCING OF ALL THREE PROJECTS WOULD APPLY TO THE GOVERNMENT-TO- 
GOVERNMENT AGREEMENT. 

6. DE BOISGELIN BELIEVES THAT GERMANY AND SWEDEN WILL SIGN THE GOVERN- 
MENT AGREEMENT ON THE 14TH. HE DOES NOT THINK THE U.K. WILL DO SO. 

THE ITALIANS WILL NOT SIGN AT THAT TIME. HE REMAINS UNCERTAIN ABOUT 
THE OTHER COUNTRIES AND CONCLUDES THAT THERE MAY BE A POOR 
SHOWING AT THE AUGUST 14 CEREMONY. 

7. DE BOISGELIN SAID THAT THE FRENCH ARE HIGHLY PLEASED WITH THE 
RESULTS OF THE BRUSSLES SPACE CONFERENCE; THEIR ONLY ANGUISH BEING 
THE ITALIAN DECISION. THE FRENCH HOPE THAT THE ITALIANS PROVIDE AT 
LEAST SOME INPUT TO THE L3S SINCE IT IS POLITICALLY IMPORTANT TO 

THE FRENCH THAT, IF POSSIBLE, ALL EUROPEAN NATIONS PARTICIPATE. 

HE REMARKED THAT IT IS INTERESTING THE DENMARK IS JOINING 
IN THE L3S. HE SAID THAT THE POSITION OF NORWAY WILL ONLY 
BE KNOWN IN SEPTEMBER, BUT SINCE ITS CONTRIBUTION IS SMALL IT CAN 
EASILY BE ABSORBED BY THE OTHERS. 

8. IN FURTHER RESPONSE TO SCICON QUESTIONS, DE BOISGELIN SAID THAT 
THE FRENCH PLAN TO CONTACT THE ITALIANS, BUT HAVE NOT YET DONE SO TO 
DATE. THEY WOULD DO SO WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF URGING A 20PC CONTRIBU- 
TION TO SAPCELAB AND A 3 OR 4PC CONTRIBUTION TO L3S. HE BELIEVES 
THAT GERMANY, BELGIUM, SWEDEN, FRANCE, AND PERHAPS THE U.K. TO A 
LESSER EXTENT, WILL SEEK TO IMPRESS UPON THE ITALIANS THE IMPORTANCE 
OF 

THEIR CONTRIBUTION. 

STONE 
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